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immediately, and the observance of the pact by the printers
rested once more on a moral foundation. Had not the Licensing
Act of 16621 saved the situation, the sending of the copies to the
Bodleian might soon have ceased entirely, for probably no action
at law would ever have been taken to enforce the terms of the
Agreement or fay-law. The parliamentary ordinances issued later
at intervals plainly ignored the compact.
A year after the abolition of the Star Chamber, John Verneuil,
the Sub-Librarian of the Bodleian, pointedly remarked in the
preface to his Nomenclatar* that several individual donors had
"been more courteous than the Stationers of London, who by In-
denture are bound to give the Library a Copy of every Booke they
printe." There is evidence, however, that a few sporadic copies
were received from the more conscientious printers.
The open defiance of the Long Parliament ordinances regard-
ing printing by unlicensed printers led to the formation of a
Committee of the House of Commons, and a Bill to regulate
printing was prepared in 1660. The unlicensed state of the press
was extremely derogatory to the interests of the Stationers*
Company. Warden Crooke was therefore sent to solicit the
Chairman of the Committee (William Prynne), the Attorney-
General, Sergeant Keeling, and the Bishop of London, and to
offer fees for the swift passage of the Bill.3 Sir Roger L'Estrange
was also solicited.4 Charles II sent a special message to the House
of Commons, declaring that the passing of the Bill was necessary
to preserve the peace of the kingdom, as the unlicensed state of
the press had indirectly caused the late Revolution.5
The Bill was read to the assembled master-printers in their
Hall and, no exception being taken to it, the Bill was passed as
the Press Licensing Act (13 & 14 Car. II, c. 33) on 19 May 1662.
By this Act the control of all printing in England, except at the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, was given into the hands
of the Stationers* Company. In consideration for this powerful
monopoly the Company undertook to render a special service
to the Crown. All future publications were to be licensed and
*  See infra.
*  Nomenclator of such Tract* and Sermons, etc., Oxford, 1642,
8 J. H. Riddell, A Few Historical Notes, etc., 1921, p. 12.
*  Brit. Mm. 816 m. 12 (48).
* Journals of the Home of Commonst vol. viii, p. 425.